
God’s Gracious Purpose Worksheet
For A workshop presented to Illinois Yearly Meeting, June 18, 2020 by Julia Pantoga

1. What if we regarded everything that happened in our lives, whether we judge it to be 

good or bad, as a “call” to practice ministry?    

2. What if we assimilated all the wanted and unwanted elements of our experiences into our 

sweet lives?  

3. What have been your calls?

4. How did you know?

5. Do you trust God to decide how you can best serve his gracious purpose?
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Slide 1:  Me

Julia Pantoga, M.A.T, M. Div.

Earlham School of Religion Alumna

West Richmond Friends Meeting

Evanston Friends Meeting 

Slide 2:  Introductions

Say:

Name

Meeting or Affiliation

Reason for being here 

In Chat (by end of session):

Name

Meeting or Affiliation

E-mail Address

Willingness to be added to Sharp Turn Institute mailing list 

Slide 3:  Components of Call Story

1. The condition of the protagonist before the call

2. The outstanding weaknesses and strengths of the protagonist

3. How God communicated with the protagonist

4. The gifts that resulted. 

Slide 4 Photos of Me and My Cookies 

Slide 5:  My Call Story

1. The condition of the protagonist before the call: engaged in outside world, working full-time, shocked, 

2. The outstanding weaknesses and strengths of the protagonist:  kind of arrogant, afraid, smart, well-

educated and trained as teacher

3. How God communicated with the protagonist:  prayer, Meeting for Worship

sharpturninstitute@gmail.com 414-899-5195

mailto:sharpturninstitute@gmail.com


God’s Gracious Purpose
A workshop presented to Illinois Yearly Meeting, June 18, 2020 by Julia Pantoga

4. The gifts that resulted:  sweetness, cookies, mission, means

Slide 6:  Moses’ Call:  Exodus 3:1 - 5 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 

wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame 

of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must 

turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had 

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5  

Slide 7:  Moses’ Call, Exodus 4:4 - 9 

4 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but say, ‘The Lord did not appear

to you.’” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the

ground.” So he threw the staff on the ground, and it became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. 4 Then the 

Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your hand, and seize it by the tail”—so he reached out his hand and grasped it, 

and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their ancestors, the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6 Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when he 

took it out, his hand was leprous,[a] as white as snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back into your cloak”—

so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored like the rest of his body— 8 “If 

they will not believe you or heed the first sign, they may believe the second sign. 9 If they will not believe even 

these two signs or heed you, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the 

water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”
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Slide 8:  Moses’ Call, Exodus 4:10 - 15 
10 But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that 

you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, 

“Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go, 

and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you are to speak.” 13 But he said, “O my Lord, please send 

someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “What of your brother 

Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees 

you his heart will be glad. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I will be with your 

mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall do. 16 He indeed shall speak for you to the people; 

he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall serve as God for him. 17 Take in your hand this staff, with which

you shall perform the signs.” 

Slide 9:  Moses’ Call

1. The condition of the protagonist before the call: settled into marriage and work

2. The outstanding weaknesses and strengths of the protagonist:  stutters, people won’t listen to him

3. How God communicated with the protagonist:  burning bush

4. The gifts that resulted:  Moses leads Israelites out of Egypt

Slide 10:  Gideon’s Call Story 

1. The condition of the protagonist before the call: one of suffering and disobedient  Israelites

2. The outstanding weaknesses and strengths of the protagonist:  weak, lacking faith

3. How God communicated with the protagonist:  angel visit

4. The gifts that resulted:  Israelites defeat Midianites 
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Slide 11:  Ezekiel 1:28 – 2:7 
28When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of someone speaking. 

Chapter 2

He said to me: O mortal stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2 And when he spoke to me, a spirit 

entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I am sending 

you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have 

transgressed against me to this very day. 4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to 

them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 

rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 6 And you, O mortal, do not be 

afraid of them, and do not be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns surround you and you live among 

scorpions; do not be afraid of their words, and do not be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.
7 You shall speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious house.

Slide 12:  Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:3 
8 But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and 

eat what I give you. 9 I looked, and a hand was stretched out to me, and a written scroll was in it. 10 He spread it 

before me; it had writing on the front and on the back, and written on it were words of lamentation and 

mourning and woe.

Chapter 3

He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel. 2 So I 

opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 3 He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and 

fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey. 

Slide 13: Ezekiel’s Call Story 

1. The condition of the protagonist before the call: fell on his face after vision

2. The outstanding weaknesses and strengths of the protagonist:  doesn’t like to eat papyrus, has visions, 

well-educated and worldly, persistent

3. How God communicated with the protagonist:  Spirit speaks to him from within

4. The gifts that resulted:  Israel restored
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With up to five medical appointments a week added to her plate, she 

stumbled along as best she could. Relying on her passionate enthusiasm 

for to-do lists and years of business experience, Pantoga developed 

systems for completing the myriad tasks that suddenly became urgent. 

Sometimes lucky; sometimes looking back and wishing she’d done things 

differently, she wished she’d had a guide. So she wrote it. 

 

When Pantoga was first diagnosed with a serious medical condition,  

she was teaching high school math full-time, studying in graduate school, 

serving on a non-profit board and working with several church committees.  

And she had a teenage son at home. 

Don’t let your medical condition change your life. You change your life. 

In a matter of months,  

everything was different. 

“Everyone knows you need a ramp, but most don’t know how 

lonely and frustrating it is to not be able to do the simplest 

things. We have to ask for everything, and that’s tiring.”  

It’s like sitting in the kitchen talking to a friend about 

something serious, laughing, and feeling encouraged at the 

same time. 

 

Pantoga shares her systems and her story in this eye-opening book. 

BUY IT, IN HARD COPY OR DIGITAL FORM, AT WWW.SHARPTURNBOOK.COM 



Living Well  With a Serious Medical Condition 

Now you can participate in the class that is  

advancing lives globally! 

 

Join us from anywhere 

More information about the class is given on the reverse side of this flyer.  

 

If the class is full, register for our waiting list.   

Registration closes one day before class begins.   

After August 4, contact us directly at sharpturninstitute@gmail.com for your options. 

™ 

The video conference will be held with Zoom software.  

Before the start of class, you will be sent instructions for joining the video conference..   

If you have not used Zoom before, you will be required to install software before you can join the conference.   

For best quality use a computer or tablet with a webcam.   

However, you can also join with a smart phone, or by audio only. 

Register now for the session scheduled for the session scheduled 

Wednesdays at 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. EDT 

beginning August 5, 2020 

at https://00013lw.eventbrite.com 

 

•    

 

Caring for emotional health during life altering transitions. ™ 

All sales, fees, and donations directly enable one-on-one support to those with serious medical conditions. 

Seats in each class are limited! 

All our students agree: our class improves functioning.   
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 Caring for emotional health when you experience a  

serious medical condition,  

 

whether as the one with the condition  

or the one caring for that person, 

 

has multiple and complex facets.   

 

You have to take care of yourself,  

but you also have to take care of all sorts of details  

for life adjustments that you are unfamiliar with. 

 

The good news is that many people  

not only survive this transition,  

 

they thrive. 

 

You can thrive too. 

  

In this team-taught class, you’ll work  at your own pace, using materials we 

provide. You will be accompanied on this journey by your classmates and 

instructors who have been through, or have worked extensively with, this life 

altering transition. 

Caring for emotional health during life altering transitions. ™ 

All sales, fees, and donations directly enable one-on-one support to those with serious medical conditions. 

© 2019 Sharp Turn Institute, LLC.  

Serious medical conditions are often considered MEDICAL concerns with SOCIAL aspects. 

In fact, 

Serious medical conditions are SOCIAL concerns with MEDICAL aspects. 

 

• Dispels prevailing myths about serious medical conditions 

• Identifies life-changing practices you can embrace to enjoy life  

• Offers tools and ideas to create and maintain a powerful support network  

This class: 


